Mitsuzo Shida was born on Oct. 2nd, 1935 in Hamamatsu, Japan. He graduated from Kyoto University,
earning a BS in chemical engineering in 1958. The following year in 1959, he earned his MS and
encouraged by his master’s thesis advisor (Nobel Prize winner Kenichi Fukui), he moved to the United
States to pursue his Ph.D at the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute (now part of NYU). His research there in
the polymer sciences became the basis for a patent as well as funding for his companies. After earning
his Ph.D in 1964, he started work as a research scientist at W.R. Grace and then soon after joined
Chemplex, a start up in the polyethelene resin research field where he did work on polyolefins and the
development of the tie-layer adhesives. In 1996, he started Soarus, a marketing and research company
along with several other companies in related fields until 2016 when he sold his companies to business
associates and Nippon Gohsei Corporation. Throughout his long career, Dr. Shida was able to obtain

more than 50 patents in the field of polymer science.

Before his passing in 2018, it was Dr. Shida’s desire to establish a scholarship at his alma mater to express
his appreciation for providing the solid foundation of knowledge that enabled him to pursue his research,
as well as to enable scientists from Kyoto University to pursue their research in the U.S. with minimal
economic distractions. His belief was that if researchers are provided with a favorable environment to
pursue topics that they felt passionately about, anything was possible. His hope was that this scholarship
would facilitate this process.
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